
DiSSCo
Harnessing the power of Natural
Science Collections (NSC)

DiSSCo Coordination and Support Office



The goal: to digitally unify
today’s fragmented landscape 
of European NSCs into a single 

knowledge base under
common curation, access 

policies and practices.

120+ National Facilities,
21 Countries

1 European Collection



Current model
Slow

Expensive
Inefficient

Limited to physical access

Integrated RI model
Wide access
Lower costs
Faster
New insights
Optimised
FAIR data



• DiSSCo links data: DIGITAL OBJECT architecture
• Not just any kind of data: actionable, FAIR data

Digitisation
Analysis

Computation

DIGITAL SPECIMEN Actionable Knowledge Unit

FAIRdata
Findable
Actionable
Interoperable
Reusable

PHYSICAL SPECIMEN



• DiSSCo is a service-oriented infrastructure: 
 e-Science services
 Physical and remote access to NSCs
 Support & Training services

 DiSSCo will bring about a digital transformation

EUROPEAN LOANS
AND VISITS SYSTEM

COLLECTION 
MONITORING 
DASHBOARD

SPECIMEN DATA 
REFINERY

KNOWLEDGE BASE



DISSCO in Italia: decine di milioni di campioni 
in centinaia di collezioni – pronti per la 
digitalizzazione

Rete dei Musei 
(coordinamento del Sistema Museale di Ateneo, Firenze, 
Marco Benvenuti e Luca Bartolozzi)

Accademie e società scientifiche

Università

Partecipazione del CNR: ISMAR, IRET, IGG, …
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